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Dennis Skinner: A Veteran in Politics

At 88 years old, Dennis Skinner is a British politician who's been suspended from parliament well over ten times in his career for unparliamentary language such as, "I still refer to him as dodgy Dave". The once Bolsover MP had been serving in his constituency for 49 years. However, he lost this seat in the 2019 election.

Quite the character, he was well known in session for his quick wit and passionate views. Although notorious for harshly attacking others with his words and 'fearsome forefinger', which he used to drive down his points. Whether other people found him unprofessional in his mannerisms or loved him for his style, he was greatly respected amongst the house and outside to the public. He had a strong image and a memorable past. 

Born in Derbyshire in 1932, Mr Skinner wasn't born into a wealthy family. His Dad was a coal miner and Mum a cleaner. He got a scholarship to attend a grammar school, and after a spade of coal mining and further education at the University of Sheffield, a member of the Labour Party in 1956. Only after fourteen more years did he take his prominent seat of Bolsover in the 1970 general election. He would hold this seat until 2019, making him one of the longest-serving members of the house and earning him the nickname of The Beast of Bolsover. 

Taking a controversial standpoint, Skinner refused the parliamentary salary voted to equalize the age of consent for same-sex couples and never allowed his view to be swayed off of what he truly believed in. I think this is part of why I find this man so fascinating. As far as politicians go, I think it's safe to say whether you vote left or right, politicians are slimy at the best of times. Seeing a member of the house stand firm in British politics throughout the landscape changes around him is inspiring. 

Although that's not all, his history lays as an open book to the public. Many politicians are wrung through the mill by journalists looking for anything to pin on them. Whether that be putting your genitals in a pig's mouth or sexual intercourse with Diane Abbot, Mr Skinner used his history to fuel the fire of his speeches. I think many respected his drive and dedication the most. He didn't want to be a party leader nor use his position to benefit himself, just to call out others for injustice and represent his constituency's views. For decades voters trusted a miner's son who worked down the mines himself, someone to speak for them and who understood the hardships they faced.  

However, as times changed and voters want, and needs changed, so did the political sphere. No matter who you vote for, I think it's a sad time to see such a pinacol of politics leave the house. Maybe it was the extreme left view Corbyn took? Why he would even attempt to do that is left up to question… What is abundantly clear is that Dennis Skinner left, leaving a mine sized hole to fill during an unstable time in a fast-changing country.   
